
Michaelmas Reading List – Junior Library  
 

Michaelmas Holiday 2020 
Reading Recommendations from the Junior Library 

Listed roughly in ascending order of difficulty 
 

Ten Little Unicorns by Mike Brownlow 

 

Ten Little Unicorns is the latest in this series by Mike 
Brownlow and Simon Rickerty. These brilliantly illustrated 
rhyming books are a joy to read, and subtly reinforce 
numeracy. If Unicorns aren’t the current character of 
preference then the rest of the series includes Dinosaurs, 
Pirates, Princesses, Superheroes and even Christmas Elves.  

 

The Christmasaurus (Picture Book) by Tom Fletcher 

 

Finally, the Best-selling novel The Christmasaurus has been 
released in a picture book version.  
The Christmasaurus wants more than anything to be able to fly, 
and help pull Santa's sleigh across the sky on Christmas Eve. But 
flying turns out to be much harder than he thought, even with 
Santa's help! One special Christmas, however, he falls down a 
chimney and meets a dinosaur-obsessed little boy who teaches 
him the magic of believing.  

 

The Christmas Department Store by Maudie Powell-Tuck 

 

Christmas for Benji has lost its magic. This year, his family can’t 
afford a tree, or even a turkey. But then he stumbles upon the 
most extraordinary department store, where polar bears talk and 
the presents are out of this world.  
Heart-warming, family-centred story about the true magic of 
Christmas, and the presents money can’t buy. 

 

The Big Freeze by Pippa Curnick 

 

Shama and Bahama Llama can't wait for winter - skating, 
snowballs, hot chocolate and best of all, the Winter Woolly 
Party. But when The Big Freeze suddenly arrives they discover 
that their jumpers are in a sorry state. Cue a major panic as 
everyone sets out on a wild race to Granny Brock's Jumper Shop 
to nab the perfect woolly jumpers. A laugh-out-loud funny, 
gloriously illustrated tale with a gentle message about learning 
to work as a team. 
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The Word Collector by Peter H. Reynolds 

 

The Word Collector is a unique book, all about Jerome and his 
fascination with collecting words. Initially he just collects the 
words he likes, but soon he has so many, and they are so messy. 
Through the mess, Jerome realises that when joined together 
words can be more exciting and more powerful.  
Simply illustrated, this book tells an engaging and heart-
warming story. 

 

The Dragon with the Blazing Bottom by Beach 

 

The Dragon with the Blazing Bottom is a rhyming delight, 
following Sir Wayne and his dragon who has lost his flame. 
Together they try to discover the source of the problem - 
perhaps his diet is to blame. Thankfully Sir Wayne has a plan 
with side-splitting consequences. Packed with funny, vibrant 
illustrations, this has the makings of a firm family favourite. 

 

Pirate Stew by Neil Gaiman 

 

Recently released in paperback, this Chris Riddell illustrated 
book is a reader’s delight. The bright bold illustrations combine 
perfectly with Neil Gaiman’s rhyming lyrics to create a side 
splitting adventure. With larger than life characters and rich 
vocabulary, this book has the depth to lend itself to both newly 
independent readers and also family story times.  

 

100 Birds by Michael Whaite  

 

100 Birds is a beautifully illustrated introduction to the world 
of birds. With rhymes and fun throughout, it is a stunning 
informative book. If birds are not of interest, then Whaite has 
also produced 100 Dogs and 100 Cats, so there’s something for 
everyone.  
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Meet the Oceans by Carly Hart 

 

Whiffy Wilson’s author takes readers on an exploratory mission 
to the bottom of the ocean, in this rhyming book that verges on 
being non-fiction. Packed with bright illustrations this book is 
a delight to read. 

 

Mini and Hardly and the Big Adventure by Catherine Rayner 

 

Award winning Catherine Rayner returns with another 
beautiful story about animals. This time we follow Mini and 
Hardly, two unicorns who wish that they were grown up and 
able to do all the things the big unicorns can do. However, after 
their big adventure, they soon realise that there are advantages 
to being small. 

 

Everything Under the Sun by Molly Oldfield 

 

Everything Under the Sun is a collection of 366 curious 
questions coming directly from children. Originating from the 
award-winning blog with the same name, it presents the 
questions that QI quiz show writer Molly Oldfield has been 
asked in an engaging and inspiring manner. As the name 
suggests, the book covers everything from science to nature, 
from dinosaurs to space. Cleverly devised with a question for 
every day of the year, this book is perfect for regular reading 
and learning. 

 

Real Pigeons by Andrew McDonald 

 

The Real Pigeons series follows the comical exploits of a group 
of misfit birds as they attempt to solve crimes and capture 
baddies. Fully illustrated, these books will appeal to fans of 
Storey Treehouse, Dog Man and Bad Guys. Each book in the 
series has three mini stories making them highly accessible for 
newly independent readers.  
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Bad Panda by Swapna Haddow 

 

Everyone thinks that Lin is the cutest panda in the world. So much 
so that they ship her off to the local zoo, away from her beloved 
brother, to be ogled at by the masses. But Lin HATES being cute, 
and now she will do everything in her power to prove that she's 
the baddest, meanest, most un-cute animal in the zoo. Fresh from 
the author of Dave Pigeon, this new series with engaging 
illustrations is destined to be a hit with newly confident readers.  

 

Toto the Ninja Cat & the Legend of the Wildcat by Dermot O’Leary 

 

The Legend of the Wildcat is the 5th book in Dermot O’Leary’s 
hugely successful first chapter book series, following Toto - The 
Ninja Cat.  Based on his own cats, Toto, Silver and Socks, the 
series follows almost blind Toto as she takes on the world’s 
worst cat criminals. In this latest instalment, the cats themselves 
are sent to bootcamp for accidentally damaging a boat, 
however soon Toto senses all is not quite as it seems. As 
existing readers will know, life is never quiet for Toto and her 
friends. With engaging fonts and fantastic illustrations by Nick 
East, these books are favourite with Year 2.  

 

A Monster ate my Packed Lunch by Pamela Butchart 

 

A Monster ate my Packed Lunch is the latest in the Baby Aliens 
series by Pamela Butchart. These side-splitting chapter books 
are fantastic for confident readers, and make the perfect next 
step from Butchart’s Wigglesbottom Primary series. This 
Packed with silly story lines and equally silly illustrations.  

 

A Night at the Frost Fair by Emma Carroll 

 

It’s Christmastime, and searching for magic, Maya finds herself 
transported back two hundred years to the banks of the frozen 
river Thames. A boy called Eddie shows Maya the bustle of the 
glittering frost fair, filled with music, sweet stalls and thrilling 
rides. Is this all a dream, or can Maya bring a piece of the 
beautiful frost fair home with her after all. A winter story of 
freedom and family, from the award-winning Emma Carroll, 
with stunning full colour illustrations by Sam Usher. 

 


