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Michaelmas Holiday 2021 

Reading Recommendations from the Main Library 

Listed roughly in ascending order of difficulty  
 

Grimwood by Nadia Shireen 

 

Grimwood follows the hilarious exploits of siblings Ted and 
Nancy as they attempt to escape the clutches of Princess 
Buttons. Ted and Nancy used to live in the city until Ted 
accidentally bit the tail off the scariest street cat in town and 
they had to flee. Grimwood was seen as a peaceful refuge 
however the foxes are soon faced with thieving eagles, dramatic 
ducks and riotous rabbits.  
 
This side-splitting chapter book follows in the footsteps of 
Nadia Shireen’s award-winning picture books and is bound to 
appeal to fans of Mr Gum and Pamela Butchart 

 

A Night at the Frost Fair by Emma Carroll 

 

It’s Christmastime, and searching for magic, Maya finds herself 
transported back two hundred years to the banks of the frozen 
river Thames. A boy called Eddie shows Maya the bustle of the 
glittering frost fair, filled with music, sweet stalls and thrilling 
rides. Is this all a dream, or can Maya bring a piece of the 
beautiful frost fair home with her after all? 
 
A winter story of freedom and family, from the award-winning 
Emma Carroll, with stunning full colour illustrations by Sam 
Usher, A Night at the Frost Fair is a classic to treasure on the 
family bookshelf this Christmas and for years to come. 

 

The Night Train by Matilda Woods  

 

With a shrill whistle the Night Train is off, delivering its 
passengers to children’s dreams. The yeti, the ballet dancer, the 
friendly monster and the princess all have starring roles. Then 
the train comes to an unexpected halt. A tree has fallen across 
the track and there’s no way the guard can move it on his own. 
It's a race against time and the passengers will need to use all 
their talents to get the train moving again. An uplifting story 
celebrating the power of working together by Matilda Woods, 
author of The Boy, The Bird and The Coffin Maker, gorgeously 
illustrated by debut artist Penny Neville-Lee.  
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Toto the Ninja Cat & the Legend of the Wildcat by Dermot O’Leary 

 

The Legend of the Wildcat is the 5th book in Dermot O’Leary’s 
hugely successful first chapter book series, following Toto - The 
Ninja Cat.  Based on his own cats, Toto, Silver and Socks, the 
series follows almost blind Toto as she takes on the world’s 
worst cat criminals. In this latest instalment, the cats themselves 
are sent to bootcamp for accidentally damaging a boat, however 
soon Toto senses all is not quite as it seems. As existing readers 
will know, life is never quiet for Toto and her friends.  
 
With engaging fonts and fantastic illustrations by Nick East, 
these books are favourite with the Middle Department.  

 

The Christmas Carrolls by Mel Taylor-Bessent 

 

Nine-year-old Holly Carroll and her family live the merriest of 
lives in a house with year-round fairy lights and Christmas 
trees, a carol-singing toilet and a diva donkey who thinks he’s 
a reindeer. But when Holly goes to a new school with a singing 
Santa backpack and first day Christmas cards (during a 
heatwave in September!), she realises not everyone shares her 
enthusiasm for spreading cheer.  
The Christmas Carrolls is a heart-warming, hilarious and 
inclusive tale about the power of spreading cheer and the magic 
of friendship, perfect for fans of Matt Haig, Ben Miller, Sibeal 
Pounder’s Tinsel, and the Nativity! films 

 

Kay's Marvellous Medicine: A Gross & Gruesome History of the Human Body by Adam 
Kay 

 

Sequel to the popular Kay’s Anatomy, Kay’s Marvellous 
Medicine offers further hilarious insights into the human body. 
This time focusing on the history of medicine, the book is full of 
funny illustrations and multiple references to gross bodily 
functions - making it a hit with fans of Tom Gates and Captain 
Underpants. Packed full of information, the merits of this book 
should not be overlooked.  
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123 Seriously Smart Things you need to know about the Climate by Mathilda Master 

 

Highly topical and beautifully illustrated, this book presents a 
fantastically balanced view of the climate change debate. With 
an illustrated fact on each page, readers can dip in and out, 
gleaming nuggets of information in a fun and engaging 
manner. In addition to addressing the mainstream details, this 
book also provides more bizarre facts like ‘The story of the 
boiled frog’ and ‘Sharks help us to survive’.  

 

Harry Potter: A Magical Year by Jim Kay & JK Rowling 

 

This brand-new book by the hugely talented Jim Kay is an 
irresistible delight for Harry Potter fans. Mirroring the beauty of 
his illustrated editions of JK Rowling’s original text, this book is 
packed full of detail. There is a fully referenced extract for every 
day of the year, enabling readers to delve back into the stories 
each time (and most importantly check their birthday!).    

 

Frozen Mountain by Emily Hawkins 

 

Frozen Mountain is a fantastic interactive book. Readers 
embark on a dangerous adventure, using the pop-out Survival 
Spinner to learn their fate as they face peril after peril in a wild, 
rugged landscape. After an emergency landing among snowy 
peaks, readers are at risk from dangers including falling victim 
to hypothermia, being buried by an avalanche or stumbling into 
a deep crevasse. Using the spinner and the current page of the 
book, readers discover whether they have survived, are injured 
or have perished, and the must continue to the appropriate 
page. 
This book is filled with real-life survival techniques, delivering 
a subtle educational message. 
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The Christmas Pig by J.K. Rowling 

 

Jack loves his childhood toy, Dur Pig. DP has always been there 
for him, through good and bad. Until one Christmas Eve, 
something terrible happens - DP is lost. But Christmas Eve is a 
night for miracles and lost causes, a night when all things can 
come to life, even toys. And Jack's newest toy - the Christmas 
Pig (DP's annoying replacement) - has a daring plan: Together 
they'll embark on a magical journey to seek something lost, and 
to save the best friend Jack has ever known. A heart-warming, 
page-turning adventure about one child's love for his most 
treasured thing, and how far he will go to find it.  

 

Wishyouwas by Alexandra Page  

 

It's 1952 in smog-shrouded London. Christmas might be fast 
approaching, but with her mum away and Uncle Frank busy 
running the post office, Penny Black is lonelier than ever. 
All that changes when Penny discovers a small, fluffy, funny, 
springy and - most importantly - talking creature in the post 
office one night, trying to make off with a letter. But 
Wishyouwas is no thief. He's a Sorter, and he soon introduces 
Penny to a fascinating secret world hidden in the tunnels 
underneath the city's streets. Self-appointed guardians of lost 
mail, the Sorters have dedicated their lives to rescuing letters 
that have gone astray and making sure they get delivered to 
their rightful owners. Penny is determined to protect the 
Sorters, however it is not that simple with Stanley Scrawl, the 
sinister Royal Mail Rat Catcher on the prowl. 

 

A Clock of Stars: The Shadow Moth by Francesca Gibbons  

 

With all the magic of Narnia and the humour of Mary Poppins, 
this is the beginning of an unforgettable journey. Imogen 
should be nice to her little sister Marie and her mum’s 
boyfriend. And she certainly shouldn’t follow a strange silver 
moth through a door in a tree. Followed by Marie, Imogen finds 
herself falling into a magical kingdom where the two sisters are 
swept up in a thrilling race against time – helped by the spoiled 
prince of the kingdom, a dancing bear, a very grumpy hunter 
and even the stars above them. Thrilling, sharply funny, and 
with characters you will fall in love with, A Clock of Stars is a 
timeless fantasy from an astonishing new voice. 
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Tinsel: The Girls who Invented Christmas by Sibeal Pounder 

 

Newly released in paperback, Tinsel is a funny story with a 
huge heart, it's a gloriously Christmassy adventure that will 
delight even the biggest Grinch.  Homeless Blanche has never 
had any real Christmas but when the mysterious Rinki gives 
her a magical bauble and some mince pies on Christmas Day 
everything changes. Rinki and Blanche are firm friends forever 
and together they are about to rewrite the Santa story. From 
Sibeal Pounder, bestselling author of the Witch Wars and Bad 
Mermaids series, this tale of friendship and mince-pie feasts is 
the perfect book to curl up with this winter. 

 

Diary of a Christmas Elf by Ben Miller 

 

All Tog wants to do is work in Santa's workshop and one 
wonderful day, the letter from Santa arrives: Tog has been 
selected as an apprentice elf! Making toys is a lot more technical 
and a lot less fun than Tog had imagined, and even though his 
new friend Holly tries to help him, he's quickly relegated to 
cleaning out the reindeer stables. But someone has been stealing 
the presents from the workshop and a case of mistaken identity 
finds Tog accused of being the culprit. A funny and heart-
warming story about the true meaning of gift giving. 

 

Explorers at Pirate Island by Alex Bell 

 

In their fifth thrilling adventure, the Explorers journey deep 
into the Bubble Ocean on their quest to stop the evil Collector, 
but time is running out. They must face zombie skeletons, make 
a daring rescue from a whirlpool and travel through a dinosaur 
graveyard, and that’s just to reach Pirate Island.  Once they get 
there, the peril of rescuing a group of kidnapped children 
becomes clear.  The combination of fantasy, magic and fast pace 
draws readers into this latest instalment.  
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Lion above the Door by Onjali Q. Rauf 

 

Leo and his best friend Sangeeta are the odd ones out in their 
school. But as Leo's dad is always telling him, it's because 
they're special. On a class trip to a nearby cathedral, Leo's 
attention is drawn to a list of war heroes. Leo finds himself 
staring at something incredible: his own name. Desperate to 
know more, the two friends embark on a search, uncovering 
missing stories from the past. The Lion Above the Door shines 
a light on the stories our history books have yet to contain and 
the power of friendships that can last through generations. 

 

The Book of Stolen Dreams by David Farr 

 

When Rachel and Robert are passed a stolen book by their 
librarian father, they have to go on the run and protect it at all 
costs. With their father captured and everyone hunting for the 
Book, they must uncover its secrets and track down the final, 
missing page. But the cruel and calculating Charles Malstain 
is on their trail. Step inside the pages of an immortal 
adventure and discover a truly unforgettable journey of 
wonder, courage and magic... 

 

The Monsters of Rockhaven by Padriag Kenny  

 

Mirabelle has always known she is a monster. When an 
orphaned brother and sister stumble upon Rookhaven, 
Mirabelle soon discovers that friendship can be found in the 
outside world. But as something far more sinister comes to 
threaten them all, it quickly becomes clear that the true 
monsters aren't necessarily the ones you can see. A thought-
provoking, chilling and beautifully written novel, Pádraig 
Kenny's The Monsters of Rookhhaven, stunningly illustrated by 
Edward Bettison, explores difference and empathy through 
the eyes of characters you won't want to let go 
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Hide and Secrets by Sophie McKenzie  

 

Sophie McKenzie has long been a favourite of our Senior 
pupils. Her latest release lives up to expectations, being billed 
as an edge-of-your-seat thriller. The story centres around Cat, 
who has lost her father and now lives with just her mute sister 
and uninterested mother. That is until she receives a bolt-
from-the-blue text alleging that her dad is alive.  The ensuing 
search for her dad becomes a search for a priceless diamond, 
which in turn becomes a search for the truth - and then a 
struggle to understand that truth. Driven by Cat’s endearingly 
determined, courageous personality, this read-in-one-sitting 
thriller has family and friendship bonds at its fast-beating 
heart. 

 

The Secret Detectives by Ella Risbridger 

 

This debut novel by Ella Risbridger is inspired by The Secret 
Garden and takes readers on a gripping historical mystery.  
Newly orphaned, eleven-year-old Isobel Petty is plucked from 
her home outside Calcutta to live in England with a distant 
uncle. Reluctantly she must travel aboard the S.S. Marianna, 
in the charge of Mrs Colonel Hartington-Davis and her 
irritating daughter. While despairing of having to spend three 
long weeks at sea, Isobel witnesses someone being thrown 
overboard. When the captain insists no one is missing, Isobel 
and her two new friends set about solving a double mystery - 
the identity of the culprit, and their victim. 

 

How I Saved the World in a Week by Polly Ho-Yen 

 

How I saved the World in a Week is a brilliant apocalyptic 
adventure about hope, resilience and the importance of 
families and friendships. It follows Billy as he continues to 
undertake his mum’s mad survival exercises, however it 
becomes apparent that the training hasn’t been ‘just for fun’. 
Soon Billy must put his knowledge into action to save the 
world. This zombie-thriller seamlessly balances adventure 
with relatable emotions, making it an addictive page-turner. 
 
Polly Ho-Yen’s previous book, Boy in the Tower, was short-
listed for both the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize and the 
Blue Peter Book Award. 
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The Chime Seekers by Ross Montgomery 

 

Miserable at moving house and struggling to get used to his 
baby sister, Yanni and his cousin Amy are left in charge. When 
a stranger appears and steals his baby sister away leaving a 
changling in her place, Yanni has to do everything in his 
power to get her back - travelling to goblin palaces and battle-
swept oceans, discovering ancient treasures and secrets along 
the way. But the stranger is a wicked Faerie whose powerful 
magic can pull off every trick imaginable. Yanni must be quick 
witted and resourceful as he overcomes the outrageous 
challenges the Faerie throws at him.  
The Chime Seekers is a powerful fast paced story with just 
enough humour to ensure it’s not too scary.   

 

Saving Celeste by Timothée de Fombelle (translated by Sarah Ardizzone) 

 

The world is run by !ndustry and the only thing that matters 
is to buy, buy, buy. People live in crowded cities where cars 
are stacked vertically and shopping centres run miles into the 
sky. On the day Celeste starts school, she meets a lonely, 
young boy. The next day she doesn't return. Her blood has 
become as polluted as the seas and rivers. On a mission to save 
her, the boy battles the forces of !ndustry and takes her far, far 
away. Will the world realise the truth of Celeste’s disease? Will 
there be time for her, and the planet, to recover? Saving 
Celeste was originally published in 2009 by renowned French 
author Timothée de Fombelle and has finally been translated 
to English in just over 100 pages by Sarah Ardizzone.  What 
this book lacks in size, it more than makes up for in message.  

 

Fledgling by Lucy Hope 

 

Fledgling is Lucy Hope’s debut novel set deep in a Bavarian 
forest, featuring angels, owls, magic and a boy who isn't all 
that he seems to be. This dark gothic adventure draws the 
reader in from the outset, as Cassie seeks to understand 
ramifications of the cherub that blows into her bedroom. 
Based around the quirky house and woods that are home to 
Cassie, her reclusive mother and eccentric father, Cassie is 
forced to uncover the secrets of her family’s past. It’s the 
combination of both magic and peril, with the resilience of 
friendship which makes this an addictive read.  
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Shadow Town by Richard Lambert 

 

Toby leads a quiet and unhappy life in London, with his 
climate-activist mother and his distant and frustrated father, 
whom he idolises. Overlooked as his parent’s divorce, 
Toby’s only friends are the family lodger Mrs Papadopoulos 
and her cat Alfred. When a mysterious shadow appears in 
his garden, and then in his dreams, Toby is drawn into an 
alternative land Balthasar and immediately thrown into 
danger as he finds himself trapped in a raging forest fire, 
searching for Alfred who he has followed through the 
tunnel-portal. Alongside exploring themes of self-
determination and forging your own path, Shadow Town’s 
fantasy world is an allegory of Toby’s life in the real world, 
and also a kind of political allegory. 

 

Bone Music by David Almond 

 

Bone Music is the latest release by the award-winning author 
of Skellig, David Almond. It follows Sylvia as she adjusts to 
live away from the city, without the bright lights and with no 
phone signal. Through the silence, Sylvia hears Gabriel and 
his hollow bone flutes. Drawn by the music, Sylvia learns of 
the boundaries between life and death, and follows Gabriel 
into the forest not knowing if they will ever find their way 
out.  
Like David’s previous works, this book is a somewhat strange 
but interesting story, with a reflective message.   

 

Daughter of the Deep by Rick Riordan   

 

Ana Dakkar is a freshman at Harding-Pencroft Academy, 
renowned for producing the best marine scientists, naval 
warriors and underwater explorers in the world. But, unlike 
the other students, the water is personal for Ana. Ready to 
prove herself, Ana and her class are off to a top-secret 
weekend trial at sea. But, on the bus ride to the ship, Ana and 
her schoolmates witness a terrible tragedy that will change the 
trajectory of their lives forever. 
Rick Riordan's trademark humour, fast-paced action, and 
wide cast of characters are on full display in this undersea 
adventure. 
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Maggie Blue by Anna Goodall   

 

A thrilling tale of friendship and courage - Maggie Blue, 
strong willed and isolated, sees her enemy from school taken 
through a window to a parallel world by one of their teachers 
and determines to follow, whatever the cost. With the help of 
irascible cat, Hoagy, they discover a world where happiness 
is being stolen - and they must do everything they can not to 
be caught up in its web of destruction. A thrilling and 
gripping tale of friendship, courage and the power of being 
yourself. 

 


