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COVID-19 Risk Assessment S2022 
 

A: Introduction  
The Government has set out its plans for all year groups to learn on site for the Summer Term 2022 
 
B: Government Guidance 
Government guidance goes into considerable detail about the logistical and practical steps to ensure that Beechwood operates in a way in which it meets its statutory 
duty of care for all pupils, staff, parents, governors and other visitors.  
 
Key Government guidance that Beechwood follows is available here:  

 Living with COVID-19 guidance 

 Reducing the spread of respiratory infections, including COVID-19, in the workplace 

 Health Protection in Education and Childcare Settings 
 
The School adopts all new Government advice without delay.  

 
C: Overview 

This risk assessment covers the following six areas:  
1. Actions Beechwood will take to minimise the risk of transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) in accordance with public health advice, endorsed by the UK 

Health Security Agency (UKHSA); 
2. School operations; 
3. Curriculum, behaviour and pastoral support; 
4. Assessment and accountability; 
5. Contingency planning to provide continuity of education in the case of a local outbreak. 

 
Where separate guidance is available for the EYFS, Helen Dalkin, Deputy Head (Junior), advises the School on the measures required relating to our educational 
setting. 
 
Additional contingency measures will be put in place as required based on case numbers and advice from the Covid Response Co-ordinator for Hertfordshire schools, 
following any significant rise in positive case reports. Special events and activities will be reviewed on a case by case basis. 
 
 
 
D: Deviation from Government Advice 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19
https://lsems.gravityzone.bitdefender.com/scan/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL2d1aWRhbmNlL3JlZHVjaW5nLXRoZS1zcHJlYWQtb2YtcmVzcGlyYXRvcnktaW5mZWN0aW9ucy1pbmNsdWRpbmctY292aWQtMTktaW4tdGhlLXdvcmtwbGFjZT91dG1fc291cmNlPTA3JTIwQXByaWwlMjAyMDIyJTIwQzE5JnV0bV9tZWRpdW09RGFpbHklMjBFbWFpbCUyMEMxOSZ1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249RGZFJTIwQzE5/A85C7399D35F45CF4D4BBF05675357E8C62FB118AC323E5E71499E0D08DCB304?c=1&i=1&docs=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
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In line with our Mission, Beechwood will risk assess Government guidance on measures to take within the School within the context of our educational provision.  
The School will not adopt measures less thorough than Government advice. As an independent school the DfE expects us to follow the control measures set out in 
their guidance in the same way as state-funded schools. 
 
E: Pupils  
We understand that some parents and their children are concerned about returning to School, whilst others were concerned about learning remotely. Where 
necessary, Form Teachers and PHoDs will contact parents to discuss this further with them. 

 
All staff will remind pupils to support the School’s safety protocols by observing respiratory hygiene and handwashing protocols (Hands, Face, Space, Fresh Air). 
 
All eligible pupils are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including boosters. 
 
F: Staff  
Beechwood is complying with the Government initiatives to reduce the risk to all stakeholders and it is reasonable for the School to require staff to work on site. 
Beechwood will share this overall risk assessment and strategies with all staff to reassure them of all the steps we are taking to enable onsite working, which is as 
safe as possible and which takes on board concerns and feedback in formulating and developing these plans. 
 
SLT will ensure that all staff in their areas of responsibility and particularly vulnerable staff or those who live with a vulnerable person have the opportunity to 
discuss their concerns and to discuss possible solutions.  
 
All eligible staff are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including boosters. 
 
All staff should raise individual concerns that they have about work with their line managers at the earliest opportunity. 

  
G: Remote Provision for Pupils Working Offsite 
The School will support the education of pupils who are out of School in accordance with the Learning in case of COVID-19 Scenarios document. 

 
J: Pinch Points 
The School has put measures in place to manage “pinch points”, such as at the beginnings and ends of days, at break and lunchtimes and in corridors.  

 
K: Parents 
The Head has written to parents, staff, parents and governors explaining that parents and pupils may only access the School buildings with the Head’s express 
permission. The School does not commit to share this risk assessment with parents, nor will the School require parents to confirm their agreement to the basis upon 
which their child will attend School. The School has already informed parents of the steps we are taking to ensure safety when dropping off or collecting at staggered 
times, for transport and for After School Activities. Parents can also support the School’s safety protocols by observing respiratory hygiene and handwashing protocols 
(Hands, Face, Space, Fresh Air).  
 
Parents should pay close attention to their children’s health and keep Matron informed of any illness or cases of Covid-19 in the family 
(medical@beechwoodpark.com). Parents should follow government and NHS guidance for children with symptoms of Covid-19 and other respriratory illnesses. 
 

https://beechwoodparkschool.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/StaffFiles/ERQ_H0mjsMpFjhXX6yvDgtwBSThFkKt0u8Uggu1fGZy5aA?e=1KfhP0
mailto:medical@beechwoodpark.com
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
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L: Visitors  
All visitors to School arrive at the Reception and the Receptionists will manage their visit to ensure that they understand all of their responsibilities with regards to 
this risk assessment.  
 
Receptionists sanitise items and surfaces which are used regularly such as desk, telephone, walkie talkies, keyboard on arrival, after anyone other than the 
Receptionist uses any of the equipment and at the end of the day.  
 

Pupils are not be allowed to use the telephone – the Receptionist will make calls on their behalf.  
 
Receptionists remind visitors to:  

· Use the hand sanitiser on entry; 
· Complete the Visitor Register. 

· Wait in Reception until the person meeting them greets them; 
 
Learning Support have written a: LS Risk Assessment for visiting Therapists 

 
M: Actions in Case of Illness 
Beechwood will follow Government guidance if a pupil or member of staff is taken ill in School. Matron will inform and remind parents that they should not send 
children into School if they, or any members of their household, have any symptoms of coronavirus. Staff will be vigilant for children showing signs of illness and 
pass on their concerns to Matron without delay.  
 
N: Woodlands Nursery 
All EYFS ratios continue to apply. 
 
O: PPE (Face Coverings) 
Staff, children and visitors are welcome to wear face coverings if they wish to. The School will continue to monitor Government guidance on the use of face coverings 
and respond accordingly.  

 
P: The School Bus Service 
Pupils and staff may wish to use a face mask for journeys on the School Bus Service and to trips and fixtures, particularly if they have symptoms of a respiratory 
illness. 
 
Q: Catering 

Beechwood is following Government guidance in  continuing to provide meals for pupils and staff safely. Our caterers, Holroyd Howe, have developed their work 
processes in light of current Government guidance. SLT are in close contact with the Catering Manager who ensures that all pupils and staff working onsite are 
catered for safely. The Catering Manager will brief all staff as to the catering arrangements for all stakeholders. Holroyd Howe produce their own specific risk 
assessments for all aspects of the School’s catering provision.   
 
 
R: Staff Breaks 

https://beechwoodparkschool.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/StaffFiles/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B20CD4D5D-C642-49C2-BF29-568824454E00%7D&file=LS%20Risk%20Assessment%20for%20visiting%20therapists%20.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
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The School has considered the use of the Staff Rooms. Shirley Hayman, Helen Dalkin and Kerry Clarke will ensure that the use of the staff rooms in Woodlands, the 
Junior Department and in the main Staff Room have measures in place to ensure the safety of all members of our community.   
 
S: Breakfast Club 
The School will reintroduce Breakfast Club from on Fridays, commencing 6 May. 
 
T: Boarders’ Tea 

In order to support more working parents, the School has re-introduced this facility to allow a small number of day pupils (Year 3 upwards) to remain in School until 
6pm for Boarders Tea. 
  
U: PE and Games Lessons 
The Acting Director of Sport ensures that PE, Games and fixtures proceed in line with DfE guidance as well as the relevant sporting national governing bodies’ 
guidance. This guidance is to be used alongside the BPS Indoor or Outdoor Risk Assessment as well as the risk assessment for the sport being played, the Pupil 
Supervision Policy, Fixture procedures and the BPS COVID-19 Risk Assessment. Separate guidance (PSOP and Risk Assessment) applies for the swimming pool. 
 
W: Boarding 
The Houseparents will carefully risk assess all aspects of boarding in line with current government advice and BSA guidelines.  
 
X: Asymptomatic Testing 
Asymptomatic testing is not currently recommended for School staff or pupils. 

 
Y: Cleaning 
The Bursar has put in place enhanced cleaning schedules, including the regular cleaning of frequently touched surfaces, toilets, corridors, classrooms and outdoor 
equipment. 
 
Z: Ventilation 
The Bursar reminds all staff to keep occupied spaces well ventilated and maintain a comfortable teaching environment. 

 

Thank you for keeping our community healthy and safe.  
 
Ed Balfour  

Head 


