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Why Accelerated Reader? 

In line with Beechwood’s ongoing monitoring and assessment, Accelerated Reader 
(AR) provides a more data-driven, analytical approach to pupil’s reading 
comprehension and progression. Their enhanced reading ability will be beneficial 
across the entire curriculum, not just in English. 

Unlike other reading schemes, AR allows pupils to select their own level-appropriate 
book and does not constrain them to prescribed texts. Significantly, the system also 
allows for incentivising and rewarding a pupil’s progress in reading. 

What is Accelerated Reader?  

Accelerated Reader is a computer-based scheme designed specifically for children 
aged 7 years and above. It seeks to build upon established reading skills to help 
develop a culture of reading for pleasure with a detailed appreciation and 
comprehension of texts.  

How does Accelerated Reader work?  

Pupils initially take a multiple-choice STAR reading assessment at school that uses 
computer-adaptive technology to ascertain the pupil’s current reading level. The 
questions continually adjust to the pupil’s responses – if the response is correct, the 
difficulty is increased, and similarly, the reverse if the question is omitted or 
incorrectly answered. This process allows the programme to pin-point the pupil’s 
current reading level, generating their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD, from 
which pupils will select their reading material.  



Having completed the assessment, the class teacher is then provided with a range 
of information related to each pupil’s reading ability.  This includes: the reading 
age, the difficulty of the books each pupil should be reading (ZPD) and how the 
pupils can be supported to improve their reading comprehension.    

Over 40,000 books are included in the AR library. These include both Fiction and 
Non-Fiction books, whose texts have been analysed for vocabulary, sentence length 
and structure. Each book is assigned three scores to help pupils make a suitable 
choice:    

• Book Level representing the difficulty of the text;   
• Points based on their word count;   
• Interest Level which indicates the suitable age group*.    

* The Interest Level is particularly important; whilst a text's Book Level may be in a 
pupil's ZPD, it may not be age appropriate. 

At the end of every book, pupils will take a mini-quiz at school to ensure full 
comprehension. These quizzes will enable the pupil to earn AR points which will be 
rewarded throughout the term, at an individual level, class level and school house 
level. Each pupil will have a bespoke target point level ensuring that they are 
rewarded for their own progress.   

You can read more about taking an Accelerated Reader Quiz here. 

How can parents be involved?  

On a day to day basis, a pupil’s reading practice should remain unchanged. 
Beechwood expects pupils to read at home every day, ideally for at least 20 minutes. 
This should continue to be recorded in their reading records. Parents are encouraged 
to listen to the children read and discuss the book regularly, regardless of the pupil’s 
ability level. Parents can find Book Levels for specific books and a detailed guide on 
ARBookFind.   

If you have any further questions, or would like more information about the scheme, 
please do not hesitate to contact our School Librarians via email 
f.messent@beechwoodpark.com or j.lott@beechwoodpark.com.  Alternatively, 
please contact your child’s Form Teacher or English teacher. 
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